Biological monitoring is " the measurement and assessment of agents or their metabolites either in tissues, secreta, excreta, expired air or any combination of these to evaluate exposure and health risk, compared to an appropriate reference," according to the EEC/NIOSHIOSHA seminar' convened In Britain a new regulation and approved code was issued by the Health and Safety Commission: women of reproductive capacity with PbB >P1 9 ,umol Pb/l (400 ,4g Pb/l) should be suspended from work with lead; for male workers the limit was set at 3-8 ,umol Pb/l (800 ,ug Pb/l). The PbB concentration in umbilical blood approximates the level in maternal blood. Taking into account observations on the increased susceptibility of the developing nervous system, there is reason to lower the limit of 1.9 ,umol Pb/l (400 ,ug Pb/l) to at least 1-4 ,umol Pb/l (300 ug Pb/l).
Nevertheless, the maximal accepted British occupational exposure limit differed for male workers and for female workers of reproductive age, by sharp contrast with most other EEC countries. The Federal Republic of Germany recently set the limit for male workers at 3-4 ,tmol Pb/l (700 iLg Pb/l) and for female workers of reproductive age at 2-2 ,umol Pb/l (450 ,ug Pb/l).
In 1982 the EEC issued a directive for the protection of workers exposed to lead. The maximal individual PbB was set at 3-4 ,umol Pb/l (700 ,ug Pb/l) for all workers; even a PbB of 3-8 ,umol Pb 
